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Historical Traces of the Qingshui Treaty between the Tang and
The Tibetan Regimes Found in Dunhuang Caves:A New
Interpretation on the Owner of Yulin Cave 25

Ma Junfeng' Sha wutian®
(1.Department of History and Culture at Northwest Normal University ,Lanzhou ,Gansu 730070, China;
2 .Department of History and Culture at Shaanxi Normal University ,Xian,Shaanxi 710119, China)

Keywords: Yulin Cave No.25;Qingshui Treaty;The Cave Owner;Shang Jiezan

Abstract: Yulin Cave No.25 is a representative cave during the time when Dunhuang was ruled by the
Tibetan playing an important part in art exchange history between the Tang Dynasty and the Tibet,and
the exploration of the owner of Yulin Cave No.25 has always been one of the focuses in academia.
Based on previous scholarship,the changing relationship between the Tang and Tibetan forces before and
after the Qingshui Treaty,and a close analysis of the architectural structure of Yulin Cave No.25 and
the historical context for the appearance of Tibetan style images,as a investigation from another perspec-
tive, preliminarily ,this paper argues that the Tibetan inscription “Shangshu” found on the Maitreya Sutra
painting in Cave No.25 should refers to “Shang Jiezan”.Yulin Cave No.25 was constructed by a cer-
tain member of the Cao family for Shang Jiezan who was appointed as the prime minister and regional
commander of the Tibetan East Path.It was built to commemorate and praise Shang Jiezan’s success in
enabling the Qingshui Treaty to take place,which greatly improved the relationship between the Tang
and Tibetan regimes. The time of the construction of Cave No.25 should be a few years before or after
the Qingshui Treaty,which took place in 783AD.
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